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PUBLIC HOUSING STOCK 
257. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Housing: 
I have a supplementary question. I hear plenty of pejorative and negative comments from the minister’s side of the 
house about the previous government’s achievements, but will his government go even close to matching the 
performance of the previous Liberal government, building 6 000 houses over that period? 
Mr J.N. CAREY replied: 
I note, if we remember, that during the global financial crisis response, much of the previous housing investment 
that the member’s state government takes claim to were actually Kevin Rudd–funded initiatives. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr J.N. CAREY: I love it—I always love it—when Liberals take claim for Labor initiatives! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! We are listening to the Minister for Housing, please. 
Mr J.N. CAREY: I notice that it is a very common trend by Liberals. If we remember the southern railway line, 
they were actively against it, but then suddenly, when we delivered it, it was theirs. Liberal members have this 
incredible propensity to attack something, to be absolutely negative about it, and then, mysteriously, when it starts 
to be a success, when they start to understand that, like public transport investment, it actually delivers for the local 
community, suddenly they change their tune. I look forward to the day when the Ellenbrook line is completed and 
I am sure the Liberals will completely change their tune. But I stand that we are making a significant investment—
nearly $1 billion—in a range of public housing, social housing and homelessness initiatives and that we have a strong 
and genuine commitment to public housing, but we are also committed to doing it right and ensuring that we integrate 
it across a number of suburbs and not just concentrate it, which was the old approach. 
The SPEAKER: Members, that concludes question time. 
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